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CONFIDENTIAL GENEVA 03120 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PARM, CCD, US, UR 

SUBJECT: CCD: REDUCED BLAST/ENHANCED RADIATION WEAPON 
ISSUE IN THE CCD 

REF: A. GENEVA 1944 (NOTAL), B. BELGRADE 895 (STATE 40735 
NOTAL) 

1 . SINCE THE OPENING OF THE SPRING SESSION OF THE CON- 
FERENCE OF THE COMMITTEE ON DISARMAMENT (CCD) ON 
JANUARY 31, THE RB/ER WEAPON HAS BEEN ATTACKED IN TURN 
BY THE SOVIET UNION AND ALL OF THE EASTERN EUROPEANS WHO 
HAVE SPOKEN SO FAR (EXCEPT ROMANIA). THE GDR HAS NOT YET 
BEEN HEARD FROM, BUT WE WOULD ANTICIPATE SIMILAR IF NOT 
MORE VIRULENT HARANGUE FROM THAT QUARTER. AS IN OTHER 
INTERNATIONAL FORUMS, IT IS CLEAR THAT THE ATTACK BY THE 
COMMUNIST COUNTRIES IN THE CCD AGAINST THE "NEUTRON BOMB" 

IS BEING ORCHESTRATED BY THE SOVIETS. 
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2. THE MAIN SOVIET-INSPIRED ARGUMENTS HAVE BEEN: 

A. THE RB/ER WEAPON IS A NEW WEAPON OF MASS 
DESTRUCTION AND ALL NEW MDW SHOULD BE BANNED; THEREFORE, 

RB/ER WEAPONS SHOULD BE BANNED. 

B. THE RB/ER WEAPON IS MORE INSIDIOUS AND INHUMANE 
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THAN OTHER WEAPONS, SINCE IT IS DESIGNED TO AVOID DAMAGING 
PROPERTY WHILE DESTROYING HUMAN LIFE; 

C. THE RB/ER WEAPON CANNOT BE INTRODUCED BY ONE 
SIDE WITHOUT PRODUCING A REACTION BY THE OTHER; 
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D. PRODUCTION AND DEPLOYMENT OF THE RB/ER WEAPON 
WOULD IMPACT ADVERSELY ON DISARMAMENT NEGOTIATIONS THAT 
ARE UNDERWAY AND JEOPARDIZE THE PROSPECTS FOR FUTURE 
PROGRESS ON DISARMAMENT. 

3. MOST OF THE NON-ALIGNED CCD MEMBERS HAVE NOT SPOKEN 
THUS FAR. OF THE FEW THAT HAVE ONLY THE INDIAN REP 
ADDRESSED RB/ER WEAPONS, CALLING FOR THEIR PROHIBITION 
TO AVOID LOWERING THE NUCLEAR THRESHOLD. CONTRARY TO 
THE WARSAW PACT REPS, HE REFERRED TO SUCH WEAPONS AS 
"THE NEW WEAPON CALLED THE NEUTRON BOMB OR THE 'REDUCED 
IMPACT AND ENHANCED RADIATION’ BOMB." 

4. THE SOVIETS HAVE STATED THAT THEY INTEND TO INVOLVE 
CCD IN THE RB/ER ISSUE, AND ARE CLEARLY PURSUING THAT 
OBJECTIVE. WE ANTICIPATE, THEREFORE, THAT THE CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST RB/ER WEAPONS WILL BE INTENSIFIED, ESPECIALLY DUR- 
ING THE WEEK OF INFORMAL MEETINGS ON NEW MDW (MARCH 28- 
31). IN THIS REGARD, WE SUSPECT THAT THE SOVIETS MAY BE 
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THINKING ABOUT TABLING A DRAFT CONVENTION BANNING 
"NUCLEAR NEUTRON WEAPONS," ALONG THE LINES OF THE ONE 
WHICH THEY PROPOSED TO US SEVERAL WEEKS AGO DURING OUR 
BILATERALS ON NEW MDW (REF A). 

5. WE DO NOT BELIEVE WE SHOULD ENGAGE IN A DEBATE ON 
THE RB/ER ISSUE BY RESPONDING TO CRITICISMS POINT BY 
POINT. HOWEVER, AT SOME STAGE IT MAY BE DESIRABLE OR 
EVEN NECESSARY FOR THE U.S. REP TO PLACE THE RB/ER ISSUE 
IN ITS PROPER PERSPECTIVE ON THE RECORD. FOR THAT PUR- 
POSE, WE INTEND TO PREPARE A CONTINGENCY STATEMENT FOR 
THE U.S. REP ALONG THE LINES OF THE STATEMENT MADE AT 
CSCE IN BELGRADE ON FEBRUARY 3 (REF B). VANDEN HEUVEL 
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